INFORUM 2017: O trendoch v informacnej

spolocnosti aj otvorenom pristupe

Odbornici z oblasti kniZni¢no-informacnej vedy sa uz tradicne stretli na praZskej konferencii INFORUM, aby spo-
lo¢ne hovorili o sic¢asnych problémoch a vyzvach. ,Ideme do hibky" znelo motto tohtoroénej konferencie.

Viac ako dvadsat odbornych prezentdcii, desat prispevkov v posterovej sekcii a na zaver diskusia o otvorenom pristupe.
INFORUM 2017 ponuklo prostrednictvom prezentujlcich odbornikov, vratane pozvanych zahrani¢nych hosti, prierez sti¢asnou
informacnou spolo¢nostou, zmenami, ktorymi prechadza a ktoré ju éakaju, ale hladal sa aj balans pri rieSeni otdzok suvisia-
cich s open access.

Konkrétne sa pocas dvoch konferenénych dni venovalo sicasnym novinkam v oblasti elektronickych informaénych zdrojov,
otvorila sa téma takzvaného digital humanities vo vztahu k sluzbam vyskumu, kultlry a vzdeldvania a pokracovalo sa datami
a vyhladavanim a podporou vzdeldvania a vyskumu.

My sme sa v redakcii spytali pozvanych zahrani¢nych hosti, ako by zhrnuli hlavny odkaz svojej vlastnej prezentacie, a akd my-
Slienka im najviac zarezonovala v ramci celej konferencie.
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CARL GRANT (University of Oklahoma Libraries, USA)

"My keynote address was an attempt to help people understand some of the societal forces at work around
the globe as well as people’s reactions to them. We examined trends concerning the pace of change and the
resulting trends in the creation of an economic divide, a digital divide, the explosion of available information
and how political leadership around the globe is undermining facts and the trust that has previously been
an inherent part of those facts and what a threat this poses to knowledge creation and therefore libraries.
While some of these leaders are trying to assure people that the change can be slowed or stopped, history
shows us this won't work and as librarians we are well aware of these facts. So librarians need to step up
and help people to deal with these trends. The talk then turned to address ways this could, and is, happening.
We explored how some librarians are using cultural and historical archives to help people understand how
knowledge builds on trusted information and facts, how people can and must work together, i.e. collaboratively to create new
knowledge and then showed spaces created at the University of Oklahoma Libraries that did this and finally the talk turned to
how the new trend in the creation of innovation spaces was allowing librarians to help people create new knowledge, not only
in print, sound and photos, but also through the use of virtual reality, 3D visualization/ printing, micro-controllers and
associated software instruction and workshops. The talk concluded with calling on librarians to remember that we have the
information, tools, ideas, methodologies and especially the obligation to help our communities deal with change in more
positive ways. My hope was that this talk helped librarians to feel energized to return to their jobs and do so.

I also thought the other talks were very insightful. Yvonne Ng’s presentation on the crisis in audiovisual preservation
underscored the importance of the cultural record and how much of that record is now in digital forms. This immensely
complicates one of our core missions. She underscored for us that time is short before parts of that cultural record will be
lost to time. She inspired us with ways forward and a strong call for collaboration, which I deeply and personally endorse.

Fiona Greig showed us how digitization of theses and actively loading those documents in a repository could provide new
channels of information that are timely and cutting-edge. Her talk was inspiring in that she showed us the results of such work
could bring about impressive downloads and use of that information and I thought she sat high goals for all of us to try and
meet, or beat, when we return to our libraries.

People like Yvonne and Fiona furthered the agenda I tried to set in the opening talk by showing us that while we have much
work to do in the days, months and years ahead, that by working together through collaborative effors, thinking creatively
and dynamically, we can provide a major impact on our organizations and societies. I left the conference inspired about the
future of libraries.™

~Moja prezentacia bola ukonéena vyzvanim knihovnikov, aby pamétali, Ze my mame informdacie, nastroje, my-
Slienky a metodolégie a Specidlne povinnost' poméct nasim komunitam riesit zmeny pozitivnym spésobom. Verim,
Ze moja prezentdcia pomohla knihovnikom nabudit ich naspét k svojej prdci a robit ju tak."

YVONNE NG (WITNESS, USA)

"During the opening keynote of the Inforum conference, I shared the podium with Carl Grant and Fiona
Greig. Although we had never met before, and I was not familiar with their work, there seemed to be many
common themes in our presentations. First, we all cited a need for collaborative approaches and outreach
within and outside our institutions in order to meet the challenges of preservation and access of
information resources. Second, we all highlighted the importance of finding solutions for dealing with
non-paper-based formats, including audiovisual, multimedia, and virtual reality. Finally, I think we all
shared a concern for the broader ethical and political implications of the choices we make in selection,
preservation, and access to our users and to the wider world."

.« myslim, Ze sme vsetci zdiel'ali spolo¢ny zaujem o sirsie, etické a politické désledky nasich roz-
hodnuti, ktoré urobime v ramci vyberu, ochrany a pristupu k nasim pouZivatel'om a sirsSiemu okoliu."

FIONA GREIG (University of Surrey, Vel'’ka Britania)

"Unlocking the PhD - a UK case study — In the UK we have benefited from a co-ordinated way to inform
people of what PhD level theses have been completed in our universities and, under the auspices of the
British Library, we have always been expected to make these works open access. The works themselves
have not changed for many years, but the possible methods for dissemination have modernised and in the
digital age theses are now deposited in e-only format; we have also moved from a 'loans' service via the
British Library to digitisation on demand of theses. At the University of Surrey we have a great number of
theses that have heled researchers, and laypeople, around the world and we have been very pleased to work
with ProQuest to make more of our historic titles available for free on our repository and the British Library
EThOS service as well as via the ProQuest Dissertations and Theses Global database. The issues around historic
digitisation mainly revolve around communications; will you contact authors? What will you do if an author - or family member
ask for a theses to be withdrawn? As well as the questions of the purpose of the artefact; are we custodians of
'a book'or of the content that the book encapsulates? And while we have been able to deal with the digitisation of the printed
word - irrespective of age - are we in a position as a profession to unleash the potential of a theses in this interconnected,
multimedia way when to experience the content you may not be reading? A question that all libraries should start to discuss!

And my general observations — What is great about this kind of conference is that it highlights the differences, but most
importantly the similar issues and problems that we face as a profession across the world. Day one had sessions that
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highlighted concerns around the type of graduate that 'library schools" are turning out. The world of libraries is no longer that
of even 10 years ago and the profession faces a choice, change the type of people we entice into the profession or find other
areas with more imagination - and vision - to take control of the new 'information scientist' and see librarians left holding
onto a book circulation service that is diminishing every day. The challenges of open access was the feature of day 2 with
different libraries, countries and sectors taking different views. This of course allows certain publishers to drive forward models
of engagement that are favourable to them. The theme of the panel was to find a balance, but at times people who are
'advocates' of open access can appear to be too strident (a common problem in the UK and US as well) and rather than seem
to be coming from a base of partnership it is very easy for publishers to 'defend' themselves against entrenched views. The
EU and Max Plank are trying to bring a pragmatic and compromise solution, and while no one likes a compromise it may be
the best we can get for a few years.

But what I will go away with is an impression of energetic, enthusiastic, creative and hugely welcoming people that made
speaking at the conference a huge pleasure.”

= 0Odchadzala som s dojmom o energickych, nadsenych, kreativnych a mimoriadne prijemnych l'ud’och, vd'aka
ktorym, bola pre mna konferencia obrovskym potesenim."

Sudastou konferencie bola zavereénd diskusia o problematike otvoreného pristupu so zastupcami vydava-
telov a daldich hosti. Predchadzala jej prezenticia KAI KARIN GESCHUHN (Max Planck
Digital Library, Nemecko). PribliZila iniciativu Open Access 2020.

"OA2020 is an international initiative, hosted by Max Planck Digital Library in Munich, which aims at a maxi-
mum divestment from the subscription business for scholarly journals. Instead, budgets should be reallocated
to finance open access publishing models. During the discussions at INFORUM where OA2020 has been pre-
sented were raised whether OA2020 would act as a global consortium according to the SCOAP3 model. Although
SCOAP3 serves partially as a model for OA2020, the initiative won't negotiate on behalf of their supporters. The
idea behind OA2020 rather is to build a strong coalition of institutions determined to spend their budgets on
open access based agreements only in the next years while not renewing subscriptions anymore.

Czech Republic’s scientific community and its infrastructure are facing similar challenges to many Western countries such as
impact factor pressure and an ongoing increase in the costs for scientific information products. It was therefore discussed
whether a transformation to open access would really bring about change in the current structures, against the background
that the current monopolistic market structure would possibly remain under an open access business model based on the pay-
ment of publication charges instead of subscriptions. In this regard, it is important that research institutions and their libraries
and consortia rethink their way of negotiating and licensing. Given the fact that researchers do not exclusively rely on their
libraries’ infrastructure anymore to satisfy their information needs but rather use many other sources such as social media
platforms, Google Scholar or unpaywall.org, the monopol is already crumbling. This was also confirmed by the publishers dur-
ing the panel discussion at the end of the conference. Librarians therefore must move away from the idea of access provision
being in the center of the services offered. Instead, there is a unique chance for them to regain control over scholarly pub-
lishing by shifting the budgets to sustainable publishing services which are needed and wanted in the 21 century, whether
these are APC based or cooperatively organized or local oa publishing infrastructures.”

...Knihovnici sa musia odklonit od myslienky poskytovania pristupu v centre sluZieb. Namiesto toho existuje je-
dine¢na sanca, aby ziskali kontrolu nad vedeckym publikovanim presunutim rozpoctov na trvalo udrZatel'né vy-
davatel’ské sluzby, ktoré su potrebné a Ziaduce v 21. storoci. ..."

Panelovej diskusie sa zG&astnil aj MIROSLAV BARTOSEK 2z Masarykovej univerzity v Brne a na margo
spolo¢nej diskusie o otvorenom pristupe pripomina, ze v sUcasnosti viaceri zastupcovia akademického prostredia vnimaju
prostredie vedeckého publikovania ako dost nevyvazené. ,Vydavatelé maji obéas aZz nemravné vysoké zisky, zatimco vy-
zkumné sféra ma &m dal vétsi problém ufinancovat pfistup k publikovanym vyzkumnym poznatkim. A navzdory dosavad-
nimu nemalému 4sili rdznych iniciativ a komunit se to nedafi zménit. Spousta vydavatelG pfichdzi s velkym mnoZstvim
nejriznéjsich ndvrhi a vylepseni, které jsou ale vétsinou jen kosmetickymi upravami, jeZ celou oblast pro béZného uZivatele
spiSe jen dal zneprehledriuji, nez aby pfinasely néjaky zdsadni posun. K prosazeni zmény bude potfeba mnohem razantnéjsi
celosvétova koordinovana akce ze strany manaZer( védy, politiki a akademikd.

Je otdzkou, zda se k ni podafi najit dostate¢nou vili," uzatvara Barto$ek.

Pre tych, ktori maju zaujem o ktorukolvek odbornl prezentaciu, ktora odznela na podujati, je aj z 23. ro¢nika konferencie
INFORUM uz tradi¢ne spracovany zbornik, dostupny na webovej stranke www.inforum.cz. K dispozicii je tak ppt. prezentacia,
ako i plny text prednasky.

Okrem iného na spomenutej oficidlnej webovej stranke najdete i dalSie doplriujuce informacie k podujatiu a tiez archiv pred-
chadzajucich rocnikov.

Ten aktualny sa konal v drioch 30 - 31. 5. 2017, v priestoroch Vysokej Skoly ekonomickej v Prahe.

www.inforum.cz

Mgr. Eva Vaskova
eva.vaskova@cvtisrsk W

(Centrum vedecko-technickych informacii SR)
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